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HOUSE DECORATION. 

A SMALL FLAT, OR COTTAGE. 

^ TT shall be just as you say, Jeanie ; I trust 
*■ both your judgment and taste." 
" Thank you, James," replied the young wife, 
looking into the face of her husband with a grati- 
fied smile; "I- shall try hard not to disappoint you 
in either respect." 

The speakers were interrupted by a confused 
din in the corridor and in the back parlor under- 
neath. In it were mingled a chorus of young 
voices, the loud cries of a child, and the scolding 
of its mother, the rattling of a discordant and 
wheezy piano, and the shrill voices of two young 
men engaged in energetic dispute. Our friends 
looked at one another with a significant laugh, in 
•which mingled a sense of quiet satisfaction. Mr. 
James Winston then resumed : 




"It is time we were out of this boarding-house, 
which is just as good as any boarding-house can 
be. We both want a quiet, tasteful home. As I 
have not time to attend to it, nor large means to 
draw from my business, I fear that the trouble 
must all fall on these little shoulders." And he 
looked affectionately at the bright face that now 
sparkled with unwonted pleasure. 

"Trust me, James, I feel equal to the work. 
Am I not to he a helpmeet in all respects?" 

The very next day Mrs. Winston began her 
search for a flat, inexpensive, but eligible. They 
would have gone into some suburb, but Mr. Win- 
ston had begun business for himself before their 
marriage the preceding year, and his presence was 
sometimes required early and late. She looked 
long before finding just what they wanted, but 
finally fixed upon a suite of rooms on one side of 
the city, in a new house. In fact the wood-work 
Was not yet painted, and our friends had the ad- 
vantage of being able to direct the finish of the 
interior. Anything beyond a plain surface was to 
be at their own ex- 
pense ; but Mrs. 
Winston — who knew 
the limit, and re- 
spected it— finally 
succeeded in keeping 
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within the very 
modest sum which 
her hustfand placed 
at her disposal. 

We will see how 
it was done : 

The flat selected 
fronted the south ; 
No . 2 . that was a sine-qua- 

non with both. It 
consisted of a parlor, 16x12, opening out of the 
private vestibule, which gave, from the landing 
and a reception room beside it, 8x12. It was 
intended to have one entrance into the vestibule 
from this room, but Mrs. Winston promptly ordered 
that door closed and locked. She also had the 
folding doors between this library, as she chose to 
call it, and the parlor taken down and stored. By 
substituting hangings, the size of the parlor was 
materially increased, giving three south windows, 
while the portiere would convert the side-room 
into a bed-room, if necessary. 

Back of the sitting room, as we may as well 

call the parlor, was the dining-room, connected 

with it by sliding -doors. 

^ta| ^^ This room measured 14x12, 

^^\^9% an< i was lighted by only 

^^T^^^^Hl one large window near the 

^K^^V % ^r^m side opposite the hall. This 

^^.^^25^^[^^ window looked north, along 

^^^. V |9^h the range of the narrower 

^^^^^. ~^^^^^^F extension which ran back 

"^^^^^^^k of the hall, and which 

^H lv contained, first, a kitchen, 

^^^^ 7x12, connected with the 

No 3 dining-room by a small 

passage with shelves for 

dishes. Beyond that was the bath-room, and then 

the bed-room, 12x12, with ^YQ windows looking 






north. Beside it, at the rear of the hall, was a 
small servant's room, with one north window. 

And now the workmen went on to finish the 
rooms, according to her instructions. The wood- 
work of the sitting- 
room and library was 
all stained to imitate 
cherry — t he best 
thing that could be 
done with the cheap 
pine which had been 
used throughout the 
building. The man- 
tels of plain marble 
were treated in the 
same way. This, she 
found, was made by 
mixing a little burnt 
sienna with equal No. 4. 

parts of oil and tur- 
pentine, and a little japan. The mouldings at the 
ceiling were left to match the walls, which were 
now ready to cover. 

Great was Mr. Winston's dismay when Jeanie 
brought him a sample of the paper she had 
selected for sitting-room and library. It was a 
dull sage-green in color, of the . kind commonly 
known as cartridge or ingrain paper. It was thick 
and soft, with a surface something like blotting 
paper. 

"But, Jeanie, are you sure?" he asked, eyeing 
it doubtfully. "I'm afraid that will extinguish 
all light, and be very depressing in its effects." 

The little wife sat down squarely before him, 
as if determined to make her tastes understood. 

"James," she began, " let me explain my views 
of our decorations. In the first place, our south 
rooms will be flooded with light all day long. 
Now, we want a quiet, solid wall-color, else there 
will be a glare from sun reflections. Then the 
rooms are small, and will allow no bright colors, 
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which would destroy all sense of repose. Think of 
being shut up in a space 12x16, and the walls 
covered with large gilt figures or figures of any 
kind. You come from your office tired, and want 
rest and recreation at home, do you not? Now, I 
intend you shall have it. I hope the flat shall be, 
first, tasteful, then restful, harmonious, and cer- 
tainly inexpensive." 

"But how will you get it with that dull tint ?" 
"The sage-green gives me the background. 
Almost every cheerful hue harmonizes with it, 
such as yellow and the yellow pinks and reds. It 
is a tone which sets off pictures and bric-a-brac ; 
the dull surface lends itself excellently to that. If 
it were a north room, I should certainly have a 
lighter, warmer color, like cream or ivory. And 
then the cherry woodwork — you do not know how 
well they go together ! " 




"All right, little wife. It is your work. 
Proceed ! " 

"I have found that the paper will cost about 
a dollar a roll by the time it is on the wall, 
or $14 for the room, including frieze. This will be 
of cartridge paper, too, but it must match the 
covering of the furniture." 
"How so, Jeanie?" 

"Well, in order to give color to the room, I 
purpose to have the Turkish divan, which answers 
for sofa, and two home-made chairs, covered with 
wool tapestry, in old gold, with figures of dull 
yellowish red. I shall search the stores until I find 
just those tints that contrast well with the sage- 
green, and 'when 
found, make a 
note on't,' as 
Captain Cuttle 
says." 

"Well, 'be 
sure you are 
right, then go 
ahead,' as an- 
other old wor- 
thy said. I won't 
ask to see the 
room until the 
walls are fin- 
ished." 

And Jeanie 
went ahead, in- 
spired by all the 
pride and care 
of a loving 
young wife. She 
had purchased 
her f urn i t u r e 
covering, after 
calculating the 
quantity need- 
ed for lounge, 
two pillows, two chairs, and a large ottoman, and 
was then ready to make her frieze. She had two 
and a-half rolls of old-gold paper, divided carefully 
lengthwise. These she took home to stencil in her 
own room. Procuring a sheet of oiled stencil 
paper and a small paint brush, tied with a band 
an inch and a half from the end to make it still 
more stiff, she had the painter select the water 
colors to match her covering. This had, in addi- 
tion to two shades of yellowish red— not terra- 
cotta—a deeper tint of brown, almost black, 
but only a small quantity, say one-tenth or less, 
which she did not attempt to reproduce. She 
drew a conventionalized or geometrical copy of the 
largest figure, and 
as she had time, 
made three repro- 
ductions of the 
same. They were 
respectively one 
and a-half, two and 
three inches in di- 
ameter. Had she 
been hurried, she 
would have con- 
tented herself with 
the largest dia- 
gram. Laying the 
paper on a pane of 
glass, she cut 
through the tracing with a sharp knife, using that 
marked No. 3. The other diagrams can be used for 
similar purposes, some like Nos. 5 and 6 being very 
suitable for the dados of corridors or libraries. She 
selected one from several patterns, suitable for such 
purposes, and extending her strips on a long table, it 
was swift work to draw the brush with a quick, deft 
motion over the stencil pressed close to the paper, 
and then carefully lifted to prevent "draggling" 
the. edge. It was ready for the paper-hangers 
then, and soon in place, both on parlor and library. 
Meantime, the ceiling had been finished ac- 
cording to her directions, as well as the 
moldings. The same sage-green was con- 
tinued over all the members of the mold- 
ing, while the cove was painted a soft 
shade of tea-rose. This same green was 
employed on the ceiling, only a little 
lighter in tone, fading 
away and then blend- 
ing into the tea-rose, 
which came to a per- 
fect hue in the center. 
There was no center j 
piece, as Jeanie 
tended to discard 
chandeliers. The ef- 
fect was exceedingly 
refined and agreeable, 
and Jeanie was even 

more gratified with the two colors than 
she had expected. The adjoining library 
was finished in the same way, save that 
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sbe did not attempt to have the tea-rose on the 
ceiling, the room was too small for that. The ad- 
ditional cost 
of papering 
brought that 
bill up to $20. 
The wood-work 
of the back par- 
lor was simply 
varnished. Then 
the walls were 
colored with 
chrome yellow 
and white, mak- 
ing a tint which 
is nearest like 
the sunlight, and is always cheerful and agreeable. 
These she determined to stencil herself, and accord- 
ingly the workmen rigged a light, movable plat- 
form for her use. Having prepared a very simple 
stencil pattern, with which two colors were to be 
used, she superintended the mixing of the color for 
the conventionalized pink (No. 7), which is seen in 
half perspective. The right shade of yellowish red 
was obtained by the use of yellow ochre, Venetian 
red, and a little van- 
dyke brownt The 
leaves were greenish 
gray. Two brushes 
and two pots of paint 
were required. Had 
she not had suffi- 
cient time and pa- 
tience, Jeanie would 
have used a geomet- 
jA^^A W*^| fe rical pattern like No. 
^^^J^m ^^^^^B 12 or each requir- 
^^p^^M I ^^^^^^ ing but one hue. It 
^^m I ^^^V took her only two 

^V I ^^m days to finish the 

*WJ I ^^ wall. Meanwhile the 

^ I ^ moldings had been 

varnished like the 
No - "• rest of the wood- 

work, and the ceiling had been covered with a 
tint of light cream. 

When this was done, Mr. Winston was invited 
to see the three rooms. Greatly pleased as he was, 
he seemed concerned at the trouble taken by his 
wife, at which she took him to task. 

"James, we are preparing what will be the 
dearest spot on earth to us. Is it not worthy of 
work and sacrifice ? These very walls are to be 
permeated by our love for one another, and for 
our home. It is fitting that I should put some- 
thing of myself 
into their finish. 
You have made 
the means t o 
provide it ; shall 
I not show my 
interest and in- 
dividuality, my 
taste, care and 
affection? If 
you were a mil- 
lionaire it would 
be cold comfort 
^^ ^_ -^m ^^ t° see &U the 

^4 ^B 1^^^^^ fitting up of our 

^^ ^r ™ home nest put 

into the ' hands 
No12 - of hirelings, 

even though they were first-class artists. As we 
are not, my love, pride and duty go together." 

" Spoken like a true woman, my wife ! Yet, if 
you had not been strong enough to paint the din- 
ing-room yourself, what would you have done ? " 

"I would have selected paper with a cream or 
light yellow background, and small inconspicuous 
figures of the other hues. But I first found that 



the water-paint was no more costly than paper, 
and it certainly looks far better, while it will last 
just as long. I can retouch all marks and mars at 
any time. Don't you see, about the same difference 
between my hand-work and manufactured paper, 
that you would see between hand embroidery and 
machine work ? Not quite, perhaps, but the differ- 
ence is the same in kind. You see slight irregular- 
ities in placing the pattern, and in the outlines ; 
those are not blemishes in my eye. It is the same 
thing on a higher scale that gives to the cashmere 
shawl, to hand-made lace, and to the Turkish rug, 
their value. There is a human brain and living 
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fingers back of the one, to say nothing of the 
throbbing heart!" 

"I agree with you, car a mia; fingers of steel 
can never take the place of those through which 
the life-blood courses, in other things, beside casting 
a ballot, for which, you remember, the Irisman gave 
thanks. Of course you are right about putting life 
and love into our home. If 
more women realized that, as 
well as more men, there would 
be no such tragedies as daily 
take place. I trust you will 
be wise enough to give only 
a rightful amount of strength. 
Remember, you must save the 
best for our social and intel- 
lectual companionship, 
Jeanie." 

" I'll not forget that ; trust 
me ! " she retorted, as she led 
the way past kitchen and 
bath-room to their sleeping 
chamber, singing as she went. 
The chamber wag, as bright 
as it could be without sunshine. 
The wood- work, painted cream 
color, harmonized with the 
background of the paper-hang- 
ing, over which ran small 
sprays of conventionalized 
roses, the half-opened blos- 
soms of t.iat old-fashioned 
rose color, which defies change 
of fashion. The paper ex- 
tended only to within a yard 
of the ceiling, where it was 
met by a frieze of cretonne, 
also of roses. 

"I easily matched the crer 
tonne and paper," Mrs. Win- 
ston went on to say, "and 
allowed myself the extrava- 
gance of the cotton, which is only twenty-five cents 
a yard. You see it is held down by the molding at 
the ceiling, and by the picture molding at the bot- 
tom, which, by the way, is only three cents per 
foot. It is far richer than any paper, and the tints 
are the most cheerful we can have in a north room. 
I took enough of the cretonne to make window 
drapery, and other little furnishings, which you 
will see in due time. The chamber set of pine I 
shall purchase from the manufacturers, with a dis- 
count off, because it will simply be painted cream 
color ; on them I shall stencil roses and small green 
leaves, to match cretonne and paper. They will be 
disposed irregularly— not stiffly— Japanese fashion, 
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and will give an air of distinction to the room. A 
breadth of Canton matting for the washstand 
splasher will bear the same flower. I should not 
wonder if the corners of the bed-spread and bureau 
cover will have that same device of the House of 
Lancaster, and perhaps the toilet bottles will be 
found to contain rose-water instead of cologne." 

"I see your weakness, Jeanie. You have made 
a pretty room, and if things do not always have a 
4 coleur de rose 1 it will not be your fault." 

They passed into the girl's chamber, which had 
been hung with that tiled hall paper, suitable for 
such a room, and painted cream color, then through 
bath-room and kitchen, fresh with their varnished 
pine, into the parlor again. The men were at 
work on the floors. Cracks had been filled with 
stained putty, and then the front rooms had been 
stained with the following mixture : Equal parts 
of raw oil, turpentine and coach varnish, mixed 
with burnt sienna sufficient to give it a light tint 
of that color. One was varnishing it with orange 
shellac, while another was finishing the back parlor 
and the chambers lighter, by using raw umber and 
white shellac in place of the darker hues. Bath- 
room and kitchen floors, of course, had been painted 
a dull yellow. The cost of all had not been far from 
$17. Rugs were to be used entirely, both on the 
score of economy and neatness. 

Hkstbr M. Poole. 
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